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HOW TO GIVE
Berkshire Hills Music Academy is honored to be the 
recipient of your gift to the BHMA Capital Campaign. 
Named giving opportunities are available. Honorarium 
and memorial contributions are welcome. 

All gifts to the campaign, whether single  
donations or multi-year pledges, are eligible  
for tax deduction to the extent allowed by  
law and may be made by check, credit card,  
cash, stock or other tangible asset.

Make checks payable to “BHMA Capital Campaign”  
and mail to:  Berkshire Hills Music Academy 

48 Woodbridge Street  
South Hadley, MA 01075

Make your donation online at berkshirehills.org

For other do nation types and additional information 
contact our Development Associate at:  
(413) 540–9720, ext. 212. 

BHMA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.

BUILDING OUR FUTURE
the Campaign for Berkshire Hills Music Academy
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Berkshire Hills Music Academy admits students of any race, color, sex, religion, and national or ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, sex, religion, and national or ethnic origin in the administration of its educational policies, admission policies, 
and other school administered programs. Berkshire Hills Music Academy is an equal opportunity employer.



…to build our future“ BHMA is awesome! We have the best students and staff. At BHMA 
I’ve learned how to cook and do my own laundry, how to manage 
my own money and make a budget. I’ve learned how to work as 
a team with the Performance Troupe and being a paid musician is 
very rewarding! Now I live downtown in my own apartment.”

BUILD AN ACCESSIBLE SPACE COMPLEMENTED 
BY ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGIES 

The Bernon Music Center will house high-quality equipment and 
facilities to accommodate the needs of students and members of our 
community. The building will utilize principles of universal design 
to ensure complete accessibility and a great experience for all users. 
New technologies to provide optimal support for visual and cognitive 
challenges will be incorporated to create a learning space that is barrier 
free for every individual. 

INCREASE SPACE FOR MUSIC INSTRUCTION, PRACTICE  
AND PERFORMANCE

The centerpiece of the new building is a flexible performance space. 
Providing a stage, green room and seating for 220, the theater will 
showcase in-house and public performances of a high caliber. The space 
will also accommodate our popular dance and movement classes. There 
will be much-needed practice rooms and a professional recording 
studio which will allow for specialized training with total in-house 
production.  

DOUBLE L IFE SKILLS AND JOB READINESS TRAINING SPACE 

A professional production space and control booth, along with 
advanced technology throughout the facility, will open new career 
paths in music, production and recording, and related media 
endeavors. A large training kitchen equipped with the latest assistive 
technology will provide opportunities to develop cooking skills as well 
as to explore options for employment in food service. 

INCREASE OUR DAY AND RESIDENTIAL CAPACITY

Space is severely limited at present. The Bernon Music Center will 
address our current needs and allow us to grow our enrollment and 
programming capacity. We estimate an increase of 25 percent over 
current day and residential figures. 

PROVIDE MORE OPPORTUNIT IES  
FOR COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

With a larger, more flexible building, our impact will grow. We will 
welcome more people to our campus for performances, workshops 
and gatherings, and increase awareness of the gifts and abilities of 
individuals with special needs.

Join with us…
Contribute to the capital 
campaign and share in the 
excitement as we complete the 
Bernon Music Center. This 8,000 
square foot building has been 
designed with the elements 
needed to further strengthen 
our vocational and independent 
living program, and provide a 
modern performance space for 
our students and LIVE program 
participants. Help us become not 
just bigger, but better!

Be r k s h i r e  h i l l s  m u s i c  a c a d e m y  is a music-
infused program that empowers young adults 
with disabilities to achieve greater independence 

and successfully transition into adulthood. We are 
the only day and residential program with a curriculum 
blending music, life skills and vocational training, for 
individuals with cognitive and physical challenges such 
as autism, Down syndrome, and Williams syndrome. 
BHMA offers a Long-term Independent Vocational 
Experience, called LIVE, for the graduates of our two-
year transition program. Following steady growth in 
enrollment over the past several years, our needs and 
goals have outpaced the limits of our current building. 

People with special needs are historically underserved 
and economically disadvantaged. Difficulties with 
social skills and common activities of daily living can 
at first present barriers to inclusion and employment. 
After completing the program, most individuals are able 
to live in a supported apartment or home, often with a 
roommate or friends, and possess a greater confidence 
and understanding of their abilities. Many of our 
LIVE participants are working in their area of interest. 
Individuals proficient in music are performing in 
professional bands, or providing music to local seniors 
and pursuing solo musicianship. Others work in retail 
or service fields. Regardless of their vocational choice, 
they are using skills acquired at Berkshire Hills Music 
Academy and taking their place as productive members 
of their community.

COMMUNITY IMPACT AND COLLABORATION

Community-based vocational experiences and 
performance opportunities foster inclusion. Our 
students and LIVE participants contribute to the  
fabric of our local community of South Hadley, in the 
Five-College Area in western Massachusetts, as well as 
to New England cultural life. They shop in local stores, 
participate in community theater productions and  
inspire audiences at prominent venues and public 
events. Our musicians have performed for more than 
150,000 people at retirement facilities, conferences  
and festivals across the Northeast. Each year they  
bring their music assemblies with disability awareness 
and anti-bullying themes to dozens of schools.  
Similarly, community members often join us on  
campus for performances and special celebrations.


